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Dear Andrew

Provision of sites for Gypsy and Travellers in Epping Forest District 

In our telephone conversation of 25th March we spoke about Epping Forest District Council's proposals for provision of sites for Gypsies and Travellers. You and I discussed the possibility of you carrying out a review on behalf of Thornwood Action of EFDC’s proposals and, as we agreed, I am writing to summarise the background and our proposed brief for the work. My apologies for the delay in responding but I needed to agree the brief with Thornwood Action’s Executive first.

Epping Forest District Council has been directed by the Government Office for the East of England to submit a Development Plan Document for the provision of sites for Gypsies and Travellers for examination by 30 September 2009. EFDC issued a draft development plan for Consultation in November of last year and several local Action Groups, amongst them Thornwood Action, submitted responses by the Consultation deadline of 20 February. 

Thornwood Action is an ad hoc Group formed to represent the village of Thornwood Common as regards EFDC’s proposals for the provision of sites for Gypsies and Travellers. It has an Executive (of which I am a member) and a chairman (Baden Clegg). Although our perspective has been primarily that of Thornwood, we recognised from early on that if our efforts were to be effective then we needed to agree a core strategy across the Groups. For this reason our response to the Consultation had the aim of providing a critique of EFDC's proposals which was generally acceptable to all the Groups and not just specific to Thornwood. 

Subsequent to the Consultation deadline, attempts have been made to get EFDC involved in discussions as to how their draft plan might be developed but so far to no avail. Various of the Action Groups have been active in progressing a variety of initiatives. However at the present time co-ordination between the Action Groups is weak and in particular there is no core strategy agreed across the Groups. There are seven Groups representing Abridge, Epping, Epping Green, North Weald, Theydon Bois, Thornwood and Waltham Abbey. 

The Executive has decided it wishes to seek the involvement of an experienced planner to review the current position and advise as to how it should now proceed. In particular to review the Consultation documentation and Thornwood's and the other Groups' written responses to the Consultation to assess: 

· to what extent weaknesses in the proposals issued by EFDC for Consultation have been identified in the Groups' written responses 

· to what extent the Groups' responses are consistent with one another and where they are not, how fundamental those inconsistencies are 

· how might EFDC be influenced to rectify the weaknesses in their proposals in the time remaining before their Development Plan Document has to be submitted for examination 

· should this be necessary, what further preparatory work needs to be done in order for the Groups to be successful in representing a collective case at the Examination in Public and the nature of the support needed to present that case

· the timescale and approximate costs involved in the remaining possible stages of work up to and including representation at the Examination in Public.

For this first stage of the work you would be working to the Thornwood Action Executive solely. We envisage the output in the form of a short written report summarising your main findings and conclusions followed by a presentation and discussion with the Thornwood Action Executive. The written report would be in a form suitable for us to take forward in discussion with the other Groups. 

Although the work does not have a specific deadline, we are anxious to ensure that we are in a position to propose a core strategy as soon as practically possible. With that in mind we think you should aim to report back towards the end of April.

You and I agreed you would provide an estimate of the time and fees involved in carrying out this first stage of the work. To assist you in assessing the work involved, I agreed to provide you with links to the key documents, most of which can be found on the web. 

· The main EFDC website (www.eppingforest.gov.uk/default.asp) provides links to Planning, then Gypsy and Travellers Consultation on Options, then Consultation Document and Background Papers. There you will find links to the Consultation document itself and its appendices, links to the various correspondence between EFDC and the Government Office for the East of England and the Planning Inspectorate's Report on the East of England Plan, (www.gos.gov.uk/goeast/planning/regional_planning/687221/). 

· The Epping Residents Group (www.eppingresidentsgroup.com/) provides a link to the legal review carried out on behalf of the seven Action Groups. 

· The Thornwood Action website (www.thornwoodaction.com/index.php) provides links to the Thornwood Action response to the Consultation (Our Response) and links to the websites of four of the other Acton Groups (Epping, North Weald, Theydon Bois and Waltham Abbey), three of which have put their Group's response on their websites. For the fourth, North Weald, we can provide you with copies of their response and their supplementary note on transit sites. 

· Abridge Action Group also has a website (www.abridgeactiongroup.co.uk/index.html) which provides an example questionnaire response to the Consultation. Epping Green Village Association does not appear to have a website but we do have a hard copy of an early draft of their response should you wish to look at it.

I hope this provides you with sufficient information at this stage. If you need to talk further please do not hesitate to contact me or Baden Clegg. You already have my contact details. Baden Clegg's address is 11 Upland Road, Thornwood, Epping, CM16 6NJ. Phone 01992 575636, email cnaclegg@yahoo.co.uk 

Yours sincerely 

John Horsfield

