Thornwood Action

cnaclegg@yahoo.co.uk
29 April 2009

Dear Councillor Collins

Thank you for meeting us on 20th April and your efforts in responding to our concerns. 

One of the issues we discussed at the meeting was the Secretary of State’s recent proposal to reduce from 39 to 34 the number of pitches required in Epping Forest district in the period up to 2011. These proposals are now out for consultation and we gave you a short paper setting out some suggestions as to the arguments that might be used in the Council’s response. We also mentioned that we thought that it was important also to consider the requirements after 2011 as these were likely not only to be greater but to have just as immediate an impact.

We have now revised and extended our earlier paper to include the period beyond 2011 and this is attached. In summary the numbers are as follows:

Additional pitches required


2006-2011
2011-2021
2006-2021

EERA Draft Policy (EFDC Consultation)
49
49
98

Examination in Public Panel Report
39
46
85

Secretary of State’s proposals
34
44
78

Proposals in attached paper
16
28
44

(Note: The EFDC Consultation gives 123 additional pitches as the planned provision up to 2023. However this includes a contingency of 16 pitches. Adjusting for the contingency and the 2 additional year’s expansion, the 123 more or less equates to the 98 pitches referred to in the table).

Clearly there is an opportunity here to reduce further the impact on Epping Forest of the government’s policy on gypsies and travellers. However the consultation ends on 22 May so we are working against the clock.

The Planning Department’s draft report submitted to the LDF Cabinet Committee of 15th April recommended that the Secretary of State’s proposals should be accepted. We were glad to note that at that meeting the Committee recommended that ‘no more than 20 pitches’ should now be the Council’s position and that the report should be amended accordingly. 

As we understand it, the position at the moment is that the Council’s response to the Secretary of State’s proposals will be the original report amended to say that ‘EFDC welcomes the reduction in pitches within the District to 34, from the original 49, but still considers this to be too high and will press for further reductions; a provision of no more than 20 pitches within the District would be considered by the Council to be more reasonable.’ 

We believe that the report should be amended to include justification for the view that there should be substantial reductions in the number of pitches required both up to and after 2011. We note that some misleading and confusing assertions in the original report remain and that there is no consideration whatsoever of the post 2011 requirements. We feel that these concerns should be addressed if the Council’s response is to make the most of this window of opportunity.

Be assured that we are ready to help in any way we can.

Yours sincerely

Baden Clegg

Chairman

Thornwood Action

cc:
Councillor Anne Grigg


Councillor Chris Whitbread

