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>>> "Ian White" <iwhite@eppingforestdc.gov.uk> 21/05/2009 16:00:08 >>>

The response below is being sent to meet the consultation deadline of
22nd May. The Council Leader may have some minor amendments to make but
these will not be available to me until tomorrow. I will forward any
such comments as soon as I receive them. I would be grateful for an
acknowledgement of this e-mail to confirm that our comments have been
received:

The Secretary of State's Proposed Changes to the Draft Revision to the
Regional Spatial Strategy (concerning Accommodation for Gypsies and
Travellers and Travelling Showpeople in the East of England) were
considered by this Council's LDF Cabinet on 15th April, and by Cabinet
on 20th April. I attach a copy of the report which includes some
last-minute amendments which took into account the latest information
emerging from the Essex GTAA. Cabinet agreed the following
recommendation:

"Epping Forest District Council welcomes the reduction in pitches
within the District to 34, from the original 49, but still considers
this to be too high and will press for further reductions; a provision
of no more than 20 pitches within the District would be considred by the
Council to be more reasonable on the grounds of deliverability and local
need."

In agreeing this recommendation, the figure of 20 pitches was taken
from the then current draft version of the Essex GTAA (the lowest level
option being 20 pitches). The GTAA, at County level, is the most
detailed assessment of need, as emphasised in the diagram on page 15 of
Circular 1/2006 and in subsequent paragraphs. Members remain very
concerned about the deliverability issue in this District, and while
this has been acknowledged in the Panel Report and in the Proposed
Changes, they feel that the implications have not been fully recognised.
The entire rural area of this District is Metropolitan Green Belt, and
while this in itself should not prevent the identification of some
appropriate sites, the fact is that all the authorised sites in this
District (94 caravans from the January 2006 count) are already in the
Green Belt. This must mean that finding other appropriate sites will be
an increasingly difficult issue. The EiP Panel also accepted that
non-rural locations in this District are unlikely to be suitable or
appropriate for amenity and affordability reasons.

Cabinet Members also acknowledged the work being carried out by local
groups of residents formed to address this issue in the light of the
Options Consultation. Several of these groups had worked together to
employ planning and other technical experts to analyse the evidence
presented at the EiP and the conclusions of the Panel Report, and, at
the time of the Cabinet meeting, were just starting to finalise their
conclusions. Members have attended meetings of these groups, and have
obviously listened to, and are respectful of, the interests of the
settled community. In the light of this emerging evidence, Members felt
that they were justified to press for further reductions, ie over and
above those in the Proposed Changes, in the number of pitches.

Members understand that a coalition of the groups is sending a unified
response to the consultation on the Proposed Changes. This challenges
the figure of 34 pitches on three grounds: (a) it still does not fully
recognise the extent of delivery challenge in the District; (b) it
treats the District unfairly in comparison with the rest of the County;
and (c) it is based on an over-estimation of the requirement for
accommodation in the District. The coalition response will conclude that
a figure of 20 pitches is much more realistic in the light of this
detailed analysis.
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