15.06.09

Dear Chris

Thanks very much for attending our meeting last night, your input and continued support is much appreciated.

At this meeting in Thornwood Village Hall  we discussed the way in which EFDC plan that omission sites will be assessed in the lead-up to the LDF Cabinet Committee Meeting in September. 

You emphasised that the process would involve an independent appraiser, be as transparent as possible and that the Groups would be able to form their own views and make them known before any recommendation was formulated for Cabinet decision. We emphasised that in order for that to be possible we needed to know the criteria against which the sites would be appraised, the location of those sites and the results of Forward Planning’s preliminary appraisal. We also emphasised that this information would be needed in order to allow us sufficient time (and if we thought it appropriate) for us to commission our own appraisal(s) and to submit the results for inclusion in the papers for the LDF Cabinet Committee Meeting.

We agreed to write to you with a formal request for the following information:

· The terms of reference to which the independent assessor will be working and specifically, the criteria against which sites will be assessed

· Specific locations and site plans (where available) for all the omission sites that have been proposed

· Any other information which is known to EFDC and which is relevant to the assessment of each site

· The preliminary assessment carried out by Forward Planning and the basis of that assessment

· A timetable for the provision of all the above information and the process thereafter leading up to decisions at Cabinet

Yours sincerely

Baden Clegg

Chairman, Thornwood Action

